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INTERIM  REPORT OP THE  MEDICAL OFFICER  OF HEALTH . 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1943. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF . 


Medical  officer  cf  Health 

Sanitary  Inspector  & Meat 
and  Food  Inspector. 


Dr.  A.W.  Laing, 

M.B.,  Ch.B,,  D.P.H.,  Dp.Bact 

John  E.  Hart. 

C.R.S. I. , M. I. 


Area  „ 1,010  acres. 

Population 

At  Census  1931  13,270 

At  June  1 943  • . 24, 1 60 

No.  of  houses. 


At  Census  1931  3,280 

At  end  of  1 943  8,180 


General  Rate  for  1943  

Rateable  Value  

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  . . . . 


14/8d.  in  the  £. 

£109,975 

£434. 


BIRTH  RATE. 

During  the  year  the  births  of  520  infants,  260  males  and 
260  females,  were  registered.  of  these  births  10  males  and 
5 females  were  illegitimate. 

Taking  the  population  at  24,160,  the  birth  rate  for  the 
year  is  21*52  per  1,000. 

DEATH  RATE. 

During  the  year  the  deaths  cf  267  persons,  140  males  and 
127  females  were  registered.  This  gives  a 1 death  rate  of  11.05 
per  1 ? 000  ft' 

The  above  deaths  include  those  of  31  children  under  one  year 
of  age  (19  males  and  12  females).  This  givss  on  infant  mortality 
rate  of  57*69  per  1,000. 

There  were  17  Still  Births  (12  males  and  5 females)* 
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CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 


Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  

Tuberculosis  of  Resp.  System  ........ 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  

Influenza  

Cancer  of  Oesophagus  (m)  Uterus  (F) . . 

Cancer  of  stomach  & duodenum  

Cancer  of  breast  

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  

Diabetes  

Intracranial  vascular  lessions  

Heart  disease  

Other  diseases  of  the  circ.  system... 

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia  

Other  respiratory  diseases  

Ulcer  of  stomach  & duodenum 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

Appendicitis  

Other  digestive  diseases  

nephritis  

premature  Birth  

Con«Mal:  Birth  injuries:  Infant  dis.. 

Suicide  

Road  traffic  accidents  

Other  violent  causes  

All  other  causes  
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LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 


The  following  Pathological  Specimens  were  submitted  to  the 
Manchester  public  Health  Laboratory  for  examinations - 

Sputum  5;  throat  & nose  swabs  for  Diphtheria  73® 

in  addition  8 throat  and  nose  swabs  for  diphtheria  and  12 
sputum  we re  examined  at  the  pathological  Laboratory  of  the  District 
Infirmary.  Ashton-u-Lyne . 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

Non- Infectious  Cases . 

Agreements  exist  between  the  Manchester  City  Council  and  the 
Ashton-under-Lyne  Corporation  for  the  use  by  Dr^ylsden  residents  of 
the  Motor  Ambulances  belonging  to  these  two  Authorities . The 
Manchester  ambulances  move  cases  to  Manchester  Hospitals  and  tho 
Ashton  ambulances  to  Ashton  Hospitals,  The  service  is  excellent 

Infectious  cases. 


In  cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  other  than  Smailpoxr  tho 
Motor  Amoulances  of  the  Manchester  Corporation  are  reguisit ioned 
for  the  conveyance  of  patients  to  the  Mcnsall  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospitalo 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOME . 


The  Droylsden  Sick  Nursing  Association  employ 
Nurses  for  the  visitation  of  the  s j ok,  but  there  are 
ror  the  nursing  of  infectious  diseases,  e„g,  measles 


s two  whole -time 
no  arrangements 
in  the  heme. 


, X. 


r 


rr 


j r-t 


-3- 


HOSPITALS . 


There  are  no  public  or  voluntary  Hospitals  in  the  district. 

CLINICS AND TREATMENT  CENTRES  . 

The  child  welfare  Centre  is  the  only  clinic  in  the  area  and 
is  under  the  control  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Sanatorium  treatment  of  tuberculosis  is  arranged  for  and 
provided  by  the  Tuberculosis  Department  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council, 
whose  Dispensary  for  this  district  is  situated  at  Ashton-under-Lyne. 

MATERNITY. 

Complicated  maternity  cases  are  sent  to  St.  Mary’s  Hospital, 
Manchester;  the  District  infirmary  and  the  Lake  Hospital, 

A sh  t on  -unde  r -Ly  ne «, 

Residents  of  Droylsden  are  able  to  make  use  of  St.  Mary’s 
Hospital  Maternity  Unit.  The  Maternity  Unit  consists  of  a member 
of  the  visiting  obstetric  Staff,  together  with  a Nurse  and  the 
necessary  equipment  for  dealing  with  emergencies.  The  services  of 
the  Unit  are  available  when  summoned  by  the  doctor  in  charge  of  the 
case.  The  unit  has  been  called  out  twice  during  the  year. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES . 

Under  the  terms  of  an  Agreement  with  the  Manchester 
Corporation  cases  which  cannot  be  isolated  satisfactorily  at  home, 
or  where  nursing  is  inadequate,  with  the  exception  of  smallpox  cases* 
are  sent  for  isolation  and  treatment  at  the  Monsall  Hospital, 

Manchester.  Daymen':  is  made  by  the  Council  at  the  rate  of  actual 
cost.  There  is  no  limit  to  the  number  of  beds  which  may  be  occupied. 

Smallpox . 

Arrangements  have  been  made  whereby  cases  of  smallpox  are 
treated  at  the  Ashton-under-Lyne  & District  Joint  Smallpox  Hospital 
at  Hartshead, 

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Manchester  corporation  took  over  Droylsden* s sewerage  in 
June  1 939o  With  the  exception  of  20  new  house  which  were  built  below 
the  existing  sewer  level  and  necessitated  the  provision  of  a cesspool, 
sewage  is  treated-by  the  Manchester  Corporation  at  Davyhulme. 

HOUSING-. 

There  are  no  changes  in  the  housing  conditions. 

INSPECTION  & SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD . 

Milk  supply. 

There  are  80  registered  retail  purveyors  of  milk,  other  than' 
cowkeepers,  and  4 dairies. 

There  is  one  firm  licensed  to  produce  pasteurised  milk. 

Milk  supplied  to  Schools, 


Eight  specimens  of  milk  were  taken  by  the  County  Council. 
All  proved  negative. 
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Tuberculosis  In  Milk , 

During  the  year  11  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  by  the 
Droylsden  Urban  District  council  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli 
All  proved  negative . In  addition  18  samples  were  taken  for  clean- 
liness tests?  7 of  these  were  unsatisfactory:- 
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Meat  Shops  & Slaughterhouses .■ 

There  are  25  retail  meat  shops  and  two  slaughter-houses  in 
Droylsden,  hut  there  is  no  slaughtering  taking  place  in  the  district 
at  the  present  time. 

During  the  year  18  Ihs  neck  of  pork,  one  pig’s  head,  2 Ihs 
pork  sausage,  38  Ihs  heef  sausage,  360  Ihs  of  heef,  2 Ihs  of  brisket 
and  6 Ihs  of  lamb  were  destroyed  as  unwholesome  and  unfit  for  food. 

Bakehouses. 


At  the  end  of  1943  there  were  38  bakehouses  on  the  register, 
and  these  have  been  found  to  he  well  kept,  cleanly  and  in  good 
structural  condition. 

PREVALENCE  OF.  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE . 

Scarlet  Fever  showed  an  increase,  the  number  of  cases 
notified  was  180  as  against  108  in  1942. 

Eighteen  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified,  compared  with 
10  cases  in  1942.  Sixteen  cases  were  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital, 
two  of  which, were  found  to  he  cases  of  simple  tonsillitis.  There 
were  no  deaths 

Forty  oases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified  compared  with 
38  in  1942,  and  118  cases  of  measles  as  against  261  in  1942.  There 
were  no  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  or  Measles. 

240,000  units  of  UipH’bHoir  £ a cun-b£  --boJiin  vror o ouppliod  -fa--© 
doctors  for  administration  to  patients  residing  in  the  district. 

SCABIES. 

There  has  been  a great  decline  in  the  prevalence  of  Scabies. 
DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  SCHEME . 

A Scheme  for  active  immunisation  of  children  against 
Diphtheria  started  on  the  13th  October  1939.  The  county  council 
provide  the  Nurses  and  the  use  of  the  Clinic  and  contributes 
50%  of  the  cost. 

The  Immunisation  is  carried  out  by  two  of  the  Medical 
practitioners  residing  in  the  area.  Children  from  nine  months 
to  15  years  are  immunised  free  of  cost.  The  average  attendance 
at  each  session  was  77. 

Three  immunising  doses  each  of  0«5  c.c.  A.P.T.  are  given 
to  each  child  at  intervals  of  four  weeks. 

During  the  year  584  pre-school  children  and  386  school 
children  completed  the  course  of  immunisation. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1 943° 
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Diseases 
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Notified, 

i 
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Scarlet  Fever 
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TUBERCULOSIS  , 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  public  Health  (prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925,  relating  to  persons  suffering  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade  or  under  Section 
172  of  the  public  Health  Act,  1936,  relating  to  the  compulsory 
removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis* 

New  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  Mortality  during  1943* 
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A.  W.  LAING. 


Medical  officer  of  Health . 


13th  October,  1 944. 


